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selves to be influenced more and more by Reason, as
sceptics and atheists are affected by the spiritual
sides of our aspirations and of our life.

The new conceptions of the infinitely great and of
the infinitely little, which fill all the exact sciences,
have singularly broadened the horizon of our ideas.
The infinite has entered into our calculations, occupy-
ing our visions, and for that very reason, animating
our hopes.

Our most intelligent ancestors, in many respects,
had the ideas of the simple-minded men of our days.
The geographical or astronomical notions of the
ancient Greeks would make a schoolboy ten years
old smile.

We see much more broadly, and much farther. In
proportion as our imagination widens its vision,
boundless regions open before it. By the aid of
several units formerly unknown, we measure and
weigh the phenomena of the solar world. Thanks to
the micron, that is, the thousandth part of a milli-
metre, or to the light-year, that is, the distance which
light traverses in a year (its speed per second, however,
is three hundred thousand kilometers), we are trying
to attain through our imagination the extreme fron-
tiers of the real, and we thus obtain singularly dis-
turbing facts. Our pen mechanically records them,
but our powerless brain refuses to understand them
and to grasp their immensity.

Think, for instance, that the distance traversed by
the light which reaches us from one of the stars that
is nearest to our earth is equal, during a single year,
to about ten thousand thousand millions of kilometers,